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CREEK ART FAIR 
15th Ð 31st Marc h 2008 
 
XVA announc ed today some of the highlights of the forthc oming 
Creek Art Fa ir. Taking  p lac e in the p edestrian a rea  of Bastakiya  from 
the 15th to the 31st of Marc h, the indep endent event w ill run in para llel 
to the Duba i Art Fa ir. Exhibitions w ill run from 10am to 7pm over 17 days. 
 
One of the ma in highlights of the Creek Art Fa ir w ill be the p resenc e of 
the worldÕs largest c ontemporary a rt auc tion house, Phillips de Pury, 
a rriving  to Duba i for the first time. Ac c ord ing  to Paul de Zwart and  Ana  
Finel Honigman from Ale f magazine and  c o-organizers of the Alef-
Phillips de Pury and  Compa ny-XVA exhibition: ÒRight now, the 
importanc e of a rt in the Midd le East and  of Midd le Eastern 
c ontemporary a rt is rap idly being  asserted . We, a t Ale f, a re eager to 
be involved  w ith this rea lity on every level. We are here to c ontribute to 
the d evelopment of a  d istinc t Midd le Eastern a rtistic  a esthetic , to  
engage those who apprec iate a rt w ithin the reg ion, and  insp ire the 
interna tiona l a rt c ommunity. 
 
The p rogram of events inc ludes da ily exhibitions, movie sc reenings, 
panel d isc ussions and  a rtist workshops. One of the highlights of the Fa ir 
is a  book signing  session w ith UAE artist Abdelkad er Al Ra is on the 20th 
of Marc h a t 5pm in XVAÔs c ourtya rd . Organized  in c ollabora tion w ith 
the Duba i Cultura l Counc il, the signing  is part of a  larger agenda of the 
CAF to highlight the UAE and  its ta lents. 
 
For its sec ond  ed ition, the Fa ir has invited  15 a rtists to  develop  new 
work for the event. Am ong them is Jona than Gent, the UK rising  a rtist 
who has c ollabora ted  w ith ac c la imed film d irec tors a nd  w ith a uthor 
Paul Auster. Ac c ord ing  to Jona tha n the Fa ir is: ÒI believe the future of 
g loba l a rt rests in the Midd le East and  its heart a nd  soul lies in the Creek 
Art Fa ir. All I w ish is my work reflec ts the vision and  c ourage of this g rea t 
c ity, removing  the c lichŽs and  misc onc ep tions of the reg ion a nd  
instea d  voic ing  its na tura l bea uty.Ó 
 
The CAF will a lso fea ture the ÒOpen Shutters IraqÓ exhibition, c o-
organized  by XVA and  B21 Ga llery.  
The exhibition revea ls the d eteriora ting  landsc ape of Iraq  as well a s the  
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poignant portra its of some of its c itizens. Led  by Eugenie Dolberg , 
ÒOpen Shutters IraqÓ was c rea ted  in 2006 and  involved  a  g roup  of 
ord inary Iraq i women with no p rofessiona l experienc e in photography. 
Thanks to a  three-week series of workshops in Damasc us, they rec eived  
tra ining  in d ig ita l photography a nd  sta rted  doc umenting  their lives. The 
exhibition a rrives to Duba i a fter shows ac ross Europe and  New York c ity.  
 
Organized  by XVA, the Creek Art Fa ir w ill happen with the support of 
the Duba i Cultura l Counc il and  under the sponsorships of Joudra n Rea l 
Esta te and  Ta tweer, a  member of Dub a i Holding . The Fa ir w ill a lso 
happen in a ssoc iation w ith Fikra  Designs. Med ia partners c ollabora ting  
w ith XVA on the Fa ir a re Ale f Magazine, Bidoun, Duba i Eye a nd  Hia  
Magazine.  
 
XVA is a lso a nnounc ed  the launc h of the CAF website. The website w ill 
be up  on Sa turd ay 8 Marc h a t www.c reekartfa ir.c om. 
 
Note to ed itors:  
XVA Ga llery: XVA Ga llery is loc a ted  inside the pedestrian a rea  of 
Bastakiya , in Bur Duba i, XVA is one of Dub a iÕs hidden gems. Together 
w ith its ga llery, c a fŽ and  a rt hotel, XVA ha s been the heart of Duba iÕs 
c ultura l life sinc e its opening  five years ag o. Following  its rec ent merger 
w ith Ave Ga llery, XVA c ontinues to exhibit a  stimulating  a rray of 
c ontemporary pa intings, sc ulptures and  a rt insta llations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
XVA Gallery 

P.O. Box 37304, Dubai Ð UAE 
Tel: +971 4 353 53 83 - Fax: + 971 4 353 59 88 -xva@xvagallery.com 

www.xvagallery.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


