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CREEK ART FAIR
15th B31s March 2008

XVA announced today some of the highlights of the forthcoming
Creek Art Fair. Taking place in the pedestrian area of Bastakiya from
the 15th to the 31t of March, the independent event willrun in parallel
to the Dubai Art Fair. Exhibitionswill run from 10am to 7pm over 17 days.

One of the main highlights of the Creek Art Fair willbe the presence of
the world@ largest contemporary art auction house, Phillips de Pury,
arriving to Dubai for the first time. According to Paul de Zwart and Ana
Fnel Honigman from Alef magazne and co-organizers of the Alef-
Philips de Pury and Company-XVA exhibition: CRight now, the
importance of art in the Middle East and of Middle Eastern
contemporary art israpidly being asserted. We, at Alef, are eager to
be involved with thisreality on every level. We are here to contribute to
the development of a diginct Middle Eastern artigic aesthetic, to
engage those who appreciate art within the region, and inspire the
international art community.

The program of events includes daily exhibitions, movie screenings,
panel discussonsand artig workshops. One of the highlights of the Rair
isa book signing session with UAE artis Abdelkader Al Raison the 20t
of March at 5pm in XVAG courtyard. Organized in collaboration with
the Dubai Cultural Council, the sgning ispart of a largeragenda of the
CAF to highlight the UAE and itstalents.

For its second edition, the Fair has invited 15 artists to develop new
work for the event. Among them is Jonathan Gent, the UK risng artis
who has collaborated with acclaimed film directors and with author
Paul Auster. According to Jonathan the Fairis Q believe the future of
globalart restsin the Middle East and itsheart and soul liesin the Creek
Art Fair. All lwish ismy work reflectsthe vison and courage of thisgreat
city, removing the clichZs and misconceptions of the region and
instead voicing itsnatural beauty.O

The CAF will also feature the (pen Shutters IraqO exhibition, co-
organized by XVA and B21 Gallery.
The exhibition revealsthe deteriorating landscape of Iraq aswellasthe
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poignant portraits of some of its citizens. Led by Eugenie Dolberg,
pen Shutters raqgO was created in 2006 and involved a group of
ordinary Iraqi women with no professonal experience in photography.
Thanksto a three-week seriesof workshopsin Damascus, they received
training in digital photography and started documenting their lives. The
exhibition arrivesto Dubai after showsacrossEurope and New York city.

Organized by XVA, the Creek Art Rair will happen with the support of
the Dubai Cultural Council and under the sponsorshipsof Joudran Real
Estate and Tatweer, a member of Dubai Holding. The FRair will also
happen in association with Hkra Designs. Media partners collaborating
with XVA on the FRair are Alef Magazne, Bidoun, Dubai Eye and Hia
Magazne.

XVA isalso announced the launch of the CAF webste. The webste will
be up on Saturday 8 March at www.creekartfaircom.

Note to editors:

XVA Gallery: XVA Gallery islocated insde the pedestrian area of
Bastakiya, in Bur Dubai, XVA isone of Dubai®@hidden gems. Together
with itsgallery, cafZ and art hotel, X\VA hasbeen the heart of Dubai®
cultural life since itsopening five yearsago. Following itsrecent merger
with Ave Gallery, XVA continuesto exhibit a stimulating array of
contemporary paintings, sculpturesand art installations.
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